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ENVIRONET Newsletter 

31 JANUARY 2020 
This is the first edition of the ENVIRONET newsletter that will be sent each quarter. The latest news 
about the Network activities, projects and publications will be shared through the newsletter. If you 
want to share this newsletter with a colleague remind him/her that to access some of the information 
provided via links in this newsletter, you must be a registered member of ENVIRONET on the CONNECT 
platform. Instructions for registering are available here. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ENVIRONET  
The 2019 ENVIRONET Annual Meeting was held from 25 November to 01 December at the IAEA, 
Vienna. This year the annual meeting had a special meaning with the ENVIRONET celebrating its 10th 
anniversary. A detailed overview of the events and outcomes of the week’s meetings is available here. 
The first day of the meeting was, for the first time made available through live streaming and can be 
seen at the link: http://streaming.iaea.org/21308. 

REGIONAL COORDINATORS 
In 2018, the ENVIRONET established the Regional Coordinators (RCs) and Regional Working Groups 
(RWGs) to enhance collaboration among Member States within each region and to create/maximize 
opportunities to identify and address ER and NORM related challenges that may exist for multiple 
Member States within a region. The expectation is that RWGs will extend the reach and impact of 
ENVIRONET by organizing initiatives at a more localized level while providing for more continuous 
engagement throughout the calendar year. 
 
To organize and facilitate RWGs, Regional Coordinators have been recruited. These individuals will act 
as focal points in their geographical region in order to provide coordination of the networks activities. 
At least two Regional Coordinators are assigned for each region:  

 Europe Region (includes Central Asia) - Maria de Lurdes Dinis (Portugal), Dimitri Bugai 
(Ukraine) and Timur Dosmambetov (Kyrgyzstan); 

 Africa Region - Dennis Mwalongo (United Republic of Tanzania) and Vukile Nonjola (South 
Africa); 

 Latin America & Caribbean Region - Roberto Suarez (Mexico) and Thammiris Mohamad el Hajj 
(Brazil); 

 Asia & Pacific Region - Tim Payne (Australia) and Iskandar Dadong (Indonesia);  

Feel free to contact regional coordinators to provide views, ideas and suggestions on how Environet 
can enhance the sharing of experiences and good practices  to MS’s in your region. 
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OPPORTUNITY FOR NEW REGIONAL PROJECTS 
Member States can submit proposals for new regional projects to Technical Cooperation Department. 
The deadline for submitting proposals is 30 April 2020. Environmental Remediation and NORM are 
included in the topical areas covered by TC. 

ON-GOING PROJECTS 
Several projects developed within the scope of ENVIRONET activities are on-going. Participation in 
these projects are not restricted to members of the network, instead they are open to the international 
community.  

 DERES – Determination of Site End-State (Chair: Mike Truex – PNNNL, USA); 
 LeTrench – Remediation of Sites with Legacy Waste in Trenches (Chair: Tim Payne – ANSTO, 

Australia); 
 NORM Project – Sharing technical knowledge and experience related to the management of 

NORM (Chair: Horst Monken-Fernandes – IAEA, Austria); 
 MAESTRI - Decision Making in ER (Chair: Catrinel Turcanu – SCK-CEN, Belgium); 
 CIDER – Constraints in Decommissioning and Environmental Remediation (Chair: Christine 

Gelles – Longenecker, USA). 
More information can be found at the ENVIRONET Projects and Working Groups page. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
 Environmental Impact Assessment of the Drawdown of the Chernobyl NPP Cooling Pond as a 

Basis for Its Decommissioning and Remediation, IAEA-TECDOC-1886, available for download 
here. 

 Developing Cost Estimates for Environmental Remediation Projects, IAEA-NW-T-3.8, available 
for download here. 

NORM CONFERENCE 
The International Conference on Management of Naturally Occurring Radioactive Material (NORM) in 
Industry will be held from 19-23 October 2020 in Vienna, Austria. The abstract submission is open until 
the 28th February 2020. More information can be found at the conference website. You are kindly 
requested to promote the Conference among your peers. 

TRAINNING COURSES 
 TN-INT2020-1906982 | Upcoming Practical Training Course on Policy, Strategy and 

Regulation of Decommissioning and Environmental Remediation Projects, Vienna, 
Austria, 11-15 May 2020. 

 ME-INT2020-1906985 | Upcoming Practical Training Course on Project Planning, 
Management, and Stakeholder Engagement for Decommissioning and Environmental 
Remediation Projects, Argonne National Laboratory, Chicago, IL, USA, 13-24 July 2020 
– Closing date for accepting nominations is 15 April 2020.  

  



 

Page 3 of 3 

 

CYCLE OF WEBINARS 
The ENVIRONET is organizing a cycle of Webinars on relevant topics for the ENVIRONET community. 
More information will be released soon. 

 
The development of the Newsletter is made by the Regional Coordinators with the intent to make 
members of the Environet aware of the ongoing activities, enhance the connectivity with the 
Environet web-space in CONNECT and increase the engagement of network members in Environet’s 
activities.  


